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Peabody or a Peter CioopeT or a William THE TALENTS.BRILLIANT BLTTERKESS. PARAGRAPHS OF INTEREST.NEWSPAPER NOTORIETY.
ful Influence pa others. Ther are AttU
las of the home, or Attilas of the social
circle, or Attilas of the church, or Atti-
la of the state, and one-thir-d of tha

A NERVE TONIC.
Celery and Coca, the prominent ln--
eredients, are the best and safest
Nerve Tonics. It strengthens and

the mummies break their long sflencs
and come up to shiver in the desolation,
and point to fallen gates and shattered
statues and defaced sculpture, respond"
Ing: "Thebes built not one temple to
God. Thebes hated righteousness and
loved sin. Thebes was a star but aha
turned to wormwood and has fallen."

Babylon, with her 250 towers and her
brazen gates and" her embattled walls,
the splendor of the earth gathered within
her palaces, her hanging gardens built
by Nebuchadnezzar to please his bride
Amyittis, who had been brought up in a
mountainous country and could not en-
dure the flat country round Babylon,
these hanging gardens built terrace
above terrace, till at the height of 400
feet there were woods waving and foun-
tains playing, the verdure, the foliage,
the glory looking as if a mountain were

EL Dodge did wnue uvmg or is doing
aow that he to dead? There is not a city.

nelKhbochcod that has not
jJcriOTOspecimensof mnsecrated wealth.

But suppose you grind the face of the
poor. - Suppose wnen a man's wages are
due yon make him Vait for them be
cause he cannot neip Himself. Suppose
that because his farr3y is sick and he

had extra expenr s he bould politely
ask you to raise hir vages for this year

id you roughly teu him if be wants a
better place to go sd get It. Suppose

your manner you. act as though he
were nouungana tot were everything.
Suppose you are seli. i and overbearing
and arrogant. Your Jrst name ought to
be Attala and your last name Attila,
because Ton are th4 atar Wormwood.
and you have embitt'd one-thir-d, if not
three-third- s, of the jten that roll past
your employes and operatives and de
pendents and assocutes, and the long
line, of carriages which the undertaker
orders for your funeral in order to make
the occasion respeotatjle, will be filled

For The NERVOUS
The DEBILITATED
The AGED.

3, 8. REEVES, Preb. J. M. WILLIAMS,
twice as many dry, tearless eyes as

IVILLETPK MANUFACtORY.
MAKDFACTDBER3 ANI' WHOLESALE DEALERS IN

AND TRAVELING BAGS,
OFFICE AND FACTORY

127, 199,13 1, 133 and 135 North College, Near Broad.
Metail Store 420 Union Af, ;

THEIE EETAIL STORK, 426 Union Street, is. kept a full line of above goods, to-rt- W

AT with a complete line of Ladies' frutchels. Collar and Cuff Boxes, Gents' Toilet
Caser, Trunk Htraps, Shawl Straps, eto. tfefOrders from friends io Giles and furround-iu- g

counties will receive prompt attention. tfeb
sj

WEST &

COTFIISTS AND CASKETS,
r Wm.1 or Mettal. Burial Robes, etc.. and are prepared to attend funerals at all

hours, eltlier In

Telephone No. 49.
HEADQUARTERS FOR

OOKIHG AND HEATING
rates, Lamp Good-- i of every description,

TIN WAKE and Everything
Kitchen, Diningroom, Laundry and Daily.

PHILLIPS & BTJTTORFF M'F'G- - CO.,
NAPHVILIiK. T K.N N2mlSv

SAVE OUK MOEY BY BUYING

g5:3.enO; SHOEOUR

'rii itp.Ht One in America for the i'ricc.
E VEll Y PAIR

to-A- sk for Them.

Forty-thre- e of Iowa's many school
houses are built of logs.

The dervishes of Tafilet, Morocco, have
declared a holy war against the sultan.

On Feb. 3, a meeting was hold in Tokio
to celebrate the translation of the Bible
into Japanese. It was begun in 1873.

A company has been formed in Berlin
to manufacture electrical watches. Two
small cells and a small electric motor
take the place of the ordinary move-
ment

A steam logger, or snow locomotive,
lately constructed, is in use in the logging
camps of northern Michigan, . whore it ,

draws with ease sleds holding 80,000 feet
of logs over snow a foot deep.

There is still in force in Rholo Island a
law forbidding the smoking of a cignr on
the main street of any city in the state,
and in Vermont the smoking of a cigar --

on the street on Sunday is mado a mis-
demeanor. t

A seed company in Atlanta has just
sold to the czar of Russia, through the
technological agent of the Russian gov-
ernment at Washington, 200 bushels of
cotton seed, the first shipment from tills
country.

A Cldnaman named Confucius has
reached England pn a visit from hi
.Jive land, vile claims' to be a direct

in'i 1 kju.Ttt- - .

tion of the famous Conf uo.us.Wne "gave ' i

China a religion.
A novel way to move a house was .

adopted at the railroad depot at Orlando,
Fla., the other day. The house was
slipped upon the railroad tract an engine
was backed up and hitched on, and the
house pulled along, sliding on the tracks.

A Swedish farmer has hit upon the
idea of lighting his farm by electrio
lights, and has purchased a dynamo and
connected it with a waterfall close by.
The man intends also to employ it for
working threshing machines and for
similar work.

There are 14,000 acres of vineyards
along the Hudson River valley and the
average yield is four tons to the acre. At
three cents per pound this means $240
per acre to the grower. Some grow
larger crops than this averago and realize
$300 per acre in sales.

The pope's income from Peter's pence.
which since 1870 has been the only
source or revenue left to the papacy,
amounts to 6,000,000 francs a year. On
the occasion of his recent jubilee the
Peter's pence presented to Pope Leo ag-- j

gregated 85,000,000 francs.
Macy Warner, who was hanged at'

Jefferson, Ind., for murder, mode the
following gallows speech: "If any of you
ever take a glass of whisky, before you
put it to your lips think of Macy Warner,
and look into the bottom of your glass
and see if you cant see a rope there." i

Barnum's latest big scheme was the
writing of his autograph on the fly loaf
of 2,500 copies of lus autobiography. Ho
liked the fun so much that he refused to
have the name lithographed, but insisted
on writing his name in each copy. The
books are fqr presentation to editors, gov-erno-

the president and other great
Americans.

In the investigation as to fraudtf in food
and other articles now making by tho
committee on agriculture of the house of
representatives some disgusting exposures
have been made. One witness testified
that diseased swine are bought and turned
into lard and their fat sold for household
use. In one case 2,200 smothered hogc
were thus used up, and animals suffering
from hog cholera are put into the tanks
and turned into lard for family use con-
stantly.

Industrial School for Noffroes.
An interesting problem is being solved

by Professor B. T. Washington, of Tus-kege- o,

Ala. Professor Washington is a
graduate of the Hampton (Va.) Normal
and Agricultural institute, which haa '

done so much for the industrial training
of young colored men and women. Soma
seven years ago he started the Tuskegee
normal school, with twenty pupils. To-

day he has 405 bright young men and
women from all parts of the south re-
ceiving training in the school.

Tho school pays especial attention to
increasing the industrial capacity of the
negro in connection with his mental and
moral training. At present' there are)
twelve industries taught in the school.
All materials used in building ore manu-
factured on the place by the students.
The course of study extends over a pe-
riod of four years, during which tiuio
the students may learn, in addition tor
a regular school education, caipentcrihg,
blacksmithing, wheelwright! :g, paint-
ing, brickmaidng, masonry, farming,
printing, cooking, laundry work aud all
household arts. New York Sun.

An American Sculptor'. Work.
Larkin G. Mead, tho . American sculp-

tor, who has so long resided in Florence,
is engaged upon the most ambitious work
of bis life. It is a gigantic figure, a river
god, which represents the MissiHsippl
river. The figure is in an easy, half re-
cumbent position. Around its flowing
locks is twined a wreath of tobacco and
cotton leaves. Ho holds in his right
hand an ear of corn with trailing husks,
half stripped from the gloaming kernels.
The vegetation of the Mississippi valjj--
is represented in the drapery and tho
features mentioned. An alligator bur-
rows its way through the elHilvtng sand
under the lower part of the figure. The
left foot is partially buried in the sand,
indicating tho shelving, yielding soil of
the valley. Mr.. Mead expects to llnish
the work this year. Chicago Times.

Nr. Martin's Rig Cam.
The Scotch estate of Mr. Bradley Mar-

tin covers 63,000 acres of land, and is
about fifteen miloa from Inrerntm It
has a water front on Loch Nobs of nine-
teen miles. The deer forest includes 28,-0- 00

acres, and by the terms of his lease
Mr. Martin is allowed to kill seventy-fiv- e

stags a season. They are killed by t talk-
ing, not driving, as the former is re-
garded as the more skillful way. The
big house on the estate will hold fifty
guests, and the list for tho season is al-

ready mado out Mr. Martin has lixtnot
a small house, twr his own, to Lady
Alfred Paget who will fill it with guests,
largely recruited from America. Tha
Argonaut

WUsvt Is Said of Women Who Are Known
to the World at Lorfe.

Mme, Ristori is thinking of going on
the stage again.

Lady Randolph CJhurchOl is coming to
this country next summer.

The eight bridemaids of the Princess
of Wales are all alive and married.

When the empress of Austria travels
incog, she is known as the Countess of
Hoheneinbs.

The medical attendant of the queen of
Corea is an American lady physician, who
receives a salary of f15,000 a year.

The empress of Germany, in the efiut
of the death of the emperor, will be en-
titled to 40,000 from the government

The original of Mirab in "Daniel Do--
ronda" was Mrs. Ayrton, now a promin
ent advocate of the higher education of
women in London.

Mrs. Georgia A Peck is the managing
editor of The Boston Commonwealth and
is the only woman in New England hold
ing a similar position.

Mrs. Bloonifield Moore intends to found
a hospital in Austria, in which incurable
patients will be experimented on with
electricity, "etlierio force," eta

Mme. Christine Nilsson. Countess de
Miranda, wiU,c"o hv rttstio by. . , .... , . -

career
. . 1

- -

In London, May 25 and June SO.

The gastronomies! director of the aris
tocratic Capital City chib, of Atlanta,
Ga., is a colored woman who is noted far
and'J near for hor skilL She is paid a
salary of $1,500 a year and allowed
f1,000 for an assistant

Two French ladies lately agreed upon
trial for 1,000 francs to see which could

talk the faster. The contest was to en-

dure for three hours. One pronounced
203,560 words, reading from Eugene Sue.
The other pronounced 206,311, and won
the prize.

A prominent lawyer In Chicago is Mrs.
Catherine V. Waite, who is a graduate
of Oberlin college and the Union College
of Law. She does very little practicing,
her time being occupied with the publi-
cation of The Chicago Law Times, a well
known legal quarterly.

The illustrious Mme. Albani says that
In all her career she never faced an audi
ence without being scared half out of her
wits. Even now, having long retired
from the public stage, though with her
voice still as perfect as ever, she says she
cannot stand up to sing before a dozen
friends in her own parlor without a fit
of nervous trembling.

Mrs. James Brown Potter is an expert
seamstress, and frequently made portions
of her own gowns before her stage career
enabled her to employ French dress-
makers. She recently remarked: "The
southern woman does not know as much
about housekeeping as the northern, but
she generally does know how to sew, and
doesn't think it much of a feat to cut
and make her own clothes.

It is interesting to learn that Mrs.
Cleveland always calls her husband "Mr.
President" Mr. Cleveland addresses his
wife as "Frank." Martha Washington,
in her younger days, called her husband
"George," but in the last twenty-fiv-e

years of her life she always addressed
him as "General." While in the White
House Mrs. Hayes called her husband
"Mr. Hayes." Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs,
Garfield always addressed their husbands
respectively as "Abram" and "Jim."
Now the question is: What should a
president's wife, according to etiquette,
call ber husband? Precedent seems to
give no answer.

Mies Dolling, the lady in charge of the
nurses attending on the emperor of Ger-
many, is an Irish woman of good family,
many of whose relatives are well known
in London. She formerly lived in Merion
square, Dublin, where one of her brothers
now resides, but left that city and a
place in a fashionable life to learn nursing
in England '8 capital. Sho is an accom-
plished linguist, a refined and intellectual
woman, and, above all, as her present
charge shows, an excellent nurse. She
is in good circumstances from a financial
standpoint but the entire family havo
suffered a reduction in their incomes be-

cause of their inability to collect from
their Irish tenants.

A Crane Catching Fish,
About fifty years ago I was a young-Kenn- e-

ster playing on the bank of the
bee. I shall never forget how neatly I
saw a crane get a pickerel dinner, Lum
bermen were driving logs down the
stream.

I watched a crane acting curiously,
standing perched on one of the logs near
the shore. 1 made up my mind to see
what he was about and hid in a clump
of bushes.

The crane had a bug in his bill and ho
kept dropping it into the current till it
floated patt him, and then seizing it
sgain and repeating the same perform
ance. He looked as if he were going to
sleep.- - .

The old crane kept the bug floating in
front of the log for half an hour, when,
all of a sudden, a big pickerel came to
the surface and made a dive for the bait
The pickerel was down the crane's throat
in less than a second, and Mr. Crane
flopped his wings and flew away.
American Angler.

Discovery In Anatomy.
Dr. William 8. Bryant, of Boston,

completed his course at the Harvard
Medical school last year. Young as he
is, however, he has made a discovery in
anatomy which has profoundly impressed
the lew scientists who have beard of it
He has found that in the portal veins of
the very young infants exist valves which
disappear as the child grows in years.
These valves are found in the portal
veins of the lower animals, but science
makes no mention of their existence in
children. Dr. Bryant's discovery is im-
portant in that it offers one more proof
of the truth of the, evolution theory,
new xora world.

Our Toon( Folks. i 4
The tendencies of our social life are all

against the education of young women
to be the wives they ought to be, and
there are few young men who have the
proper conception of the responsibilities
nd duties of a husband. P. T. Barnuni

in The Epoch,

LESSON V, SECOND QUARTER, IN-

TERNATIONAL SERIES, APRIL 29.

Text of the Lsaaoa, Matt, xxv, 14-8-0.

Golden Text, Rev. II, lfJ Memorise
Teraa 0-- tl Comment by Rev. H. H.

Hoffman.

From Lesson Helper Quarterly, by penniasloa
of H. S. Hoffman, Philadelphia, publisher.
Notes. V. 14. A man traveling, Jesus

leaving earth and returning to heaven. V.
15. Several ability, different gifts and en-

dowments of men, the foundation of respon-
sibility and reckoning. V. 16. Traded, did
business, worked. V. 19. Long time, Im-

plies that coming of the Lord came later
than was expected. V. 84. Hflrd man, im-

possible to satisfy. V. 27. Exchangers,
bankers who would safely keep and pay in-
terest bn the money. - - -

The virgins are represented as waiting for
their Lord; here we have the servants work-
ing for him. The contemplative and active
sides of Christian life are presented in the
two parables. The foolish virgins failed
from thinking their part too easy; the wicked
servant feus from thinking his too bard.
Christ exhorts us is this parable not to "wait
till I come," but "occupy till I come."

V. 14. Christ at the close of bis earthly
life, left his disciples and ascended to heaven.
Though absent in body, he is present spiritu--
ally, r"twi?t,.U to. end of tim. la hisj

ants. 'Goods" hers mean the blessings of
life, salvation, the Gospel, the promises,
special gifts and endowments, spiritual pow-
ers and capacities. The bestowal of any gift
implies the obligation to use it

V. 15. .The ability of each one determined
the measure of responsibility and trust No
one was burdened beyond his capacity. The
talent of silver is estimated at from $18 to
$23.50. Our English word "talent," which
we use as the equivalent of power, especially
mental, has grown out of this parable. The
receiving of talents from God is a great priv--

ilega " - . 7 ...
V. 16-1- 7. Then, or straightway. Prompt

ness makes Christ's business prosper. Prompt
ness is a cardinal principal 10 Christ's1' king
dom. . Traded, literally worked. There is
nothing to be gained without hard incessant
labor. The fact that the capita) doubled
evinced industry. Spiritual capital increaaes
by active work. , Both servants were squally
faithful, because each doubled what he bad
received. There was required of them only
as they received. , .

V. 18. The wicked servant, like the others,
bad received according to his talent and his
ability. Contrary to duty he buried his
lord's silver in the earth. Before there were
banks ef deposit the custom of biding money
in ths earth for safe keeping prevailed.

V. 19. After much time had elapsed, longer
than had been expected, the lord returned to
receive his revenues. This doubtless refers
to the second coming of Christ

V. 20. The faithful servant seems delighted
to receive his lord. He is happy hi the
thought that bis lord win be pleased with
his efforts. Does not this illustrate how the
faithful Christian shall at the judgment lift
np his head and have boldness In that day?

V. 21. It is not success so much as faith
fulness that is commended. The servant is
pronounced (1) "good," that is, devoted, con
scientious, enthusiastic, single hearted and
whole hearted, and (3) "faithful, " persever-
ing, full of faith, faithful, in his lord, trust
ing him. In this was the secret of his good
ness and his success. Strong faith in Christ
and in his promises makes earnest and untir
ing workers in his cause.

Ths reward of. faithfulness was twofold.
L A larger, sphere of usefulness, increased
power, greater "influenoe, opportunities of
doing good multiplied, "ruler over many
things." Entrance into and partaker ol
the Lord's 1oy This includes all the glory
and bliss which are reserved for God's faith.
ful peopla." : r : vr

V. 22, 23, This second servant was in all
respects as noble a man as the first Our
future standing in glory is determined by
our present devotion. and diligence.

V. SM, 25. The unfaithful servant antici
pates his Lord's condemnation. He comes
not with joy in his heart and smiles on his
face. A self seeker, intensely selfish himself,'
he ascribes the same to God to excuse him
self. Men who excuse their own sins in the
same breath blame God for being hard with
them.

The unfaithful servant used not what ha
had; that was his sin. . He had no right to
think he bad received too little. All that his
lord asked was fidelity to his trust The lord
required little of him, and that little he
failed to return. lie thought evil all the
while Of his absent master. How then could
he render him service and advance his in
terests?

Hiding talents of mind or influence or
wealth, or satisfied to save our own souls
with no effort to lead others to Christ, ws
act the part of this servant.

He said, "Lo, there thou hast that is thine,"
implying that he was himself scrupulously
just that he did not steal his lord's money,
but returned every farthing. Negligent, un-
faithful, evil in heart as he was, he, like
wicked men, still boasted of his morality.
He added falsehood to hypocrisy, for his time
was his master's. '

It must not be supposed that those poorly
endowed with talents are the only ones that
are slothful. Some of the worst examples of
negligence and unprofitableness have been
the most highly gifted of men. If the man
of one talent will not be excused, certainly ha
who is more gifted will not escape.

V. 27. Taking mm at his word, the Lord
said: "If you knew I was so hard a master,
why then did you you not try to serve me!"
Knowing his duty, he might have so used his
talents as to increase them and have bene-
fited his fellows. To know our duty and
then not to do it will subject us to the
greater punishment (Luke xii, 47).

V. 28, 29. There was "a first negative pun-
ishment .visited upon him fo. his negloct,
The trust the talent, was taken from him.
He was separated from, the opportunities be
had and from ths ability to improve them.
This is a law of nature. The unused limb
grows feeble; still water- - dries up aad be-

comes foul; the inactive mind loses its power.
The want ot spiritual exercise dwarfs the
rarest and greatest powers, j t: j '

: V. SO. The mora pisitive punishment comes
now to view. The name is visited upon the
unprofitable servant, as upon the guest with- -'

out the wedding garment, the hypocrites and
the workers of iniquity. . - .. ! d .

The darkness into which be was cast never
would have a ray of God's countenancs to
penetrate it; VPllM bo "outer darkness,"
away from God. ,

' Not Xxing lis the Business.
Brudder Benson Will yer take up der

C taction, Brudder Siunsont
Brudder Samson (who is a new convert)

'Sense me, Brudder Benson, but I hardly
done gone dare tins' myseF at presen', New
York Evening Sun,

Customer This staff is not fit for a hog to
eat . ,

Waiter All righi, sor. Dont ate itM
Texas Sifting.

DR. TALMAGE'S 8UNDAY MORNING

SERMON AT THE TABERNACLE.

lb. Kloqaant rraaohear Zs bb OptlmUt
and Look Vorward to taw Tlma Wbns
Christ WIU Bat Bia TknM Betweaa
the AUeghaalaa saad Htna KerstdaaW

Bbooexts, April 22. The Ear. T.
De Witt Talmage, D. D., preached this
morning at the Tabernacle an the sub
ject: "The Star Wormwood, or Brilliant
Bitterness,." The musical exercises were
assisted bj the I organ and coroe't.
Thousands of voices in the main audi
torium and in the adjoining parlor and
lecture room and corridor, joined in sing-
ing: " '

We'U crenrd thy gates with thankful songs,
High as the heavens) and voatea raiae.

While earth with ber teat thousand tongues
Shall All thy ootirta with aomrtlng prajaa.

Professor Browne rendered sonata
No. 1 in D minor, by GulUmant. After
Dr. Talmage had expounded the sarcasm
of Elijah at the offering of the Baalites
he spoke as follows: ' .

-
.

-

Revelation vlil. 10-1- 1: "There fell
a great star from heaven, burning as it
were a lamp, and it fell upon the third
part of the rivers, and. upon the fountains
of waters; and . the name of the star Is
called Wormwood.''

Patrick and Lowth, Thomas Scott.
Matthew .Henry. Albert Barnes and all
the other commentators agree In saying
that the star Wormwood of my text was
Attala, rang of the iluns. lie was so
no 1 IaH ha nraa Ktrtlrlainf. o 0 n mini

and, like wormwood,' be embittered
everything he touched. We howe studied
the star of Bethlehem, and the morning
star of the revelation, and the star of
peace, but my subject this hour calls us
to aze at the star Wormwood, and my
theme might be called Brilliant Bitter-
ness.

A more extraordinary character his
tory does not furnish than this man re
ferred to in my text Attila, the king of
the Iluns. One day a wounded heifer
came limpinor along through the fields,
and a herdsman followed its bloody track
on the grass to see where the heifer was
wounded, and went on back, further and
further, until he came to a sword fast in
the earth, the point downward as though
it had dropped from the heavens, and
against the edges of this sword the heifer
bad been cut. The herdsman pulled up
that sword and presented it to Attila.
Attila said that sword must have
dropped from the heavens . from the
grasp of the god Mars, and its being
given to him meant that Attala should
conquer and govern the whole earth.
Other mighty men have been delighted
at being called liberators or the Merciful
or the Good, but Attila called himself
and demanded that others call him the
Scourge of God. At the head of 700,000
troops, mounted on Cappadocian horses,
he swent evervthins from the Adriatio
to the Black sea. He put his iron heel
on Macedonia and Greece and Thrace.
He made - Milan and. Pavia and Padua
and Verona bee for mercy, which he
bestowed not. The Byzantine castles to
meet his ruinous levy, put up at auction
massive silver tables and vases of solid
gold. A city captured by him, the in
habitants were brought out. and put into
three classes: The first class, those who
could bear arms, who must immediately
enlist under Attila or be butchered; the
second class, the beautiful women, who
were made captives to the Huns; he
third class, the aged men and women,
who were robbed of everything, and let
go back to the city to pay heavy tax.

It was a common saying that the grass
never grew again where the hoof of At
tila s horse bad trod, tuaarmies reddened
the waters of the Seine and the Moselle
and the Rhine with carnage, and fought
on the Catatonias plains the fiercest battle
since the world stood, 800,000 dead left
on the field. On and on until all those
who could not oppose him with arms lay
prostrate on their faces in prayer and, a
cloud of dust seen in tne distance,
bishop cried: "It is the aid of God;" and
all the people took up the cry: "It 3 the
aid of God." As the cloud of dust
was blown aside the - banners of

armies marched in to
help against Attila, the scourge of God.
The most unimportant occurrence he
used as a supernatural resource, and after
three months of failure to capture the
city, of Aqufleia and his army had given
up the siege, the flight of a stork and
her young from the tower of the city
was taken by him as a sign that he was
to capture the city, and his army, in
spired with the same occurrence, re
sumed the siege and took the walla at
Doint from which the stork had emerged.
So brilliant was the conqueror in attire
that his enemies could not look at him,
but shaded their eyes or turned their
heads.

Slain on the evening of bis marriage by
his bride Ildico, who was hired for the
assassination, his followers bewailed him
not with tears but with blood, cutting
themselves with knives and lances. He
was Dut into three coffins, the first of icon
the second of silver, and the third of gold.
He was buried by night and into his grave
were poured the most valuable coin and
precious stones, amounting to the wealth
of a kingdom. The grave diggers and all
those who assisted at the burial were
massacred so that it would never be
known where so much wealth spas en
tombed. The Roman empire conquered
the world but Attila conquered the Roman
empire. : s He was" right in calling
himself1 a scourge, but instead of
being the - scourge of ? God, he was
the scourge of helL Because of
his brilliancy and bitterness the commen
tators were rightin believing him to be
the star Wormwood of the text. As the
regions he devastated were parts most
oDulent with fountains and streams and
rivers, you see bow graphic my text is:

There feu a great star from heaven,
burning as it were a lamp, and U fall
uuon the third part of the rivers, and
upon the fountains of waters; and the
name of the star is called Wormwapd. "

Have you ever thought how many em-

bittered lives there are all about us, mis
anthropic, morbid, acrid, saturnine? The
European plant from wmcn wormwood
Is extracted. Artemisia Absithium, is
perennial plant, and all the year round it
is ready to exude its oil. And in many
human lives there is a perennial distilla
tion of acrid experiences. Yea, there are
some whose whole work; is to shed a bale

waters of all the world, if not two-thir- ds

the waters, are poisoned by the
falling of the star Wormwood. It is not
eomrdiraentary to human nature that
most men, as 1000 as tney get great
power, become overbearing. The more
power men have the better, if their
power be used for good." The less power
men have the better, if they use it for
eviL -- :-- ,

Birds circle round and round and
round before they swoop down upon that by

which they are aiming for. And u my
discourse so far has been swinging round
and round, this moment It drops straight
on your heart and asks the question: Is
your life to others a benediction or an
embittennent, a blessing or a curse, a
balsam or a wormwood?

Some of you, I know, are morning
stars, and you are making the dawning
life of your children bright with gracious
influences, and you are beaming upon all
the opening enterprises of" bliilantWopic:ljithand Christian endeavor, and trjuareSh

. , . . . . a 1 . A . .1 ....
alas or inai oay 01 gogpeireaoan wuicir
will yet flood all the mountains and : val-
leys of our sin cursed earth. Hail, morn
ing start Keep on shining with encour
agement and Christian hope.

Some of you are evening etrtr44j
vou are cheering the last dava of old Hi.
people, and though a cloud sometimes
comes over you turougu tiie queruious- -

ness or unreasonableness of your old
fattier and mother, it is only for a mo
ment, and the star soon comes out clear
again and is seen from all the balconies
of the neighborhood. The old, people
will forgive your occasional shortcom-
ings, for they themselves several times
lost their patience with you when you
wese young and slapped you when you
did not deserve it. Hail, evening start
Hang on the darkening sky your diamond
coronet ,

But are any of you the star Worm
wood? Do you scold and growl from the
thrones paternal or maternal? Are your
children everlastingly pecked at? Are
you always crying: "Hushl" to the
merry voices and swilt feet and their
laughter, which occasionally trickles
through at wrong times and is suppressed
by them until they can hold it no longer
and all the barriers buret into unlimited
guffaw and cachlnnation, as in high
weather the water has trickled through
a slight opening in the mill dam but af-

terward makes wider and wider breach
until it carries all before it with
irresistible freshet Do not : be
too much offended at the noise
your children now make. It will be
still enough when one of them is dead.
Then you would give your right hand to
hear one shout from their suent voices
or one step from the stall foot You will
not any of you have to wait very long
before your house is stiller than you
want it Alas that there are so many
homes not known to-- the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, where
children are put on the limits and
whacked and cuffed and ear pulled and
senselessly called to order and answered
sharp and - suppressed until It is a
wonder that under such processes they
do not all turn out Modocs and Nana
Sahibs.

What is your influence upon the neigh
borhood, the town, or the city of your
residence?

I will suppose that you are a star of
wit What kind of rays do you shoot
forth) Do you use that splendid faculty
to irradiate the world, or to rankle it?
bless all the apostolic college of humor-
ists. The man that makes me laugh is
my benefactor. I do not thank anybody
to make me cry. I can do that without
any .assistance. We all cry enough and
have enough to cry about God bless all
skillful punsters, all reparteeists, all
protKjunders of ingenious conundrums,
all those who mirthfully surprise us with
unusual juxtaposition of words. Thom&3
Hood and Charles Lamb and Sidney
Smith had a divine mission and so hare
their successors in these times. They stir
into the acid beverage of life the saccha
rine. They make the cup of earthly
existence, which is sometimes stale,
effervesce and bubble. Thev placate am
monities. They foster longevity. They slay
follies and absurdities which all the ser
mons of all the pulpits cannot reach
They 'have for "examples Eh jah, who
made fun of the Baalites when they
called down fire and it did not come,
suggesting that their - heathen god had
gone hunting or was on on a journey, or
was asleep and nothing but vociferation
could wake him, saying: "Cry aloud, for
he is a god; either he is talking or imrsu
tag; or peradventure he sleepeth . and
must be awaked." They have an ex-
ample in Christ who --with healthful
sarcasm showed up the lying, hypocriti
cal Pharisees by suggesting that such per
fect people like themselves needed no im
provements, saying: "The whole need
not a physician but they that are sick."

But what use are you making of your
wit? Is it besmirched with profanity
and uncleannesst Do you employ it in
amusement at physical defects for which
the victims are not responsible? Are
your powers of mimicry used to put re
ligion in contempt? Is it a bunch of net-tleso-

invectives? Is it a bolt of unjust
scorn? Is it fun at other's misfortune?
Is it glee at their disappointment and de
feat? Is it bitterness put drop by drop
into a cup? Is it like the squeezing of
Artemisia Absinthium into a draught al
ready distastefully pungent? Then you
are the star Wormwood. Yours is the
fun of a rattlesnake trying how well it
can sting. It is the fun of a hawk try
ing how quick it can strike out the eye
of a dove.

But I will change tbJs and I wijl sup
pose you are a star of worldly prosperity.
Then you have large opportunity. ; You
can encourage that artist by buying his
picture. You can improve the fields, the
stables, the highway, by introducing
higher style of fowl and horse and cow
and sheep. You can bless the world
with pomological achievement in the or
chards. You can advance aboricultura
and arrest this death ul iconoclasm of the
American forests. - You can put a piece
of sculpture into the niche of that publio
academy, you can endow a college,
You can stocking a thousand bare feet
from the winter frost. You can build
church. You can put a missionary of
Christ on that foreign shore. You can
hHp ransom a world. A rich man with
his heart right can you tell me how
much good a James Lennox or a George
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on the wing. On the tip top a long
walking with his queen, among statues
snowy white, looking up at birds
brought from distant lands, and
drinking out of tankards of , solid
gold, or looking off over riven
and lakes upon nations subdued and
tributary, crying: Is not this great
Babylon which I have built?9' - What bat-
tering ram smote the walls? What plow-
share upturned the gardens? What army
shattered tne brazen gates? what Jong,
fierce blast of storm put out this light
which illumined the world? 'What crash
of discord dxwya 'down the music that .
pouired fretn palace window and garden
grove and called tne banqueters to their
revel" and the dancers to their fee? I
walk upon the scene of desolation to find
an answer and pick up pieces of bitumen
and brick and broken pottery, the re-
mains of Babylon, and, as in the silence
of the night I bear the surging of that
billow of desolation which rolls over the
scene, I hear the wild waves saying:

Babylon was proud. Babylon was im
pure. Babylon was a star; but by am
she turned to wormwood and has fallen."

From the persecutions of the Pilgrim
fathers and tht) Huguenots in other lands
God set upon these shores a nation. The
council fires of the aborigines went out
in the greater light of a free govern
ment The sound of the war whoop was
exchanged for the thousand wheels of
enterprise and progress. . The mild win
ters, the fruitful summers, the healthful
skies charmed from other lands a race of
hardy men who loved God and wanted
to be free. Before the .woodman's ax
forests fell and rose again into ships'
masts and churches' pillars. Cities on
the bank of lakes begin to rival cities by
the sea. The land ouakes with the
rush . of the rail car and the
waters are churned white with the
steamer's wheeL Fabulous bushels of
western wheat meet on the way fabulous
tons of eastern coal. Furs from the
north pass on the rivers fruits from the
south. And trading in the same market
is Maine lumberman and South Carolina
rice merchant and Ohio farmer and
Alaska fur dealer. And churches and
schools and asylums scatter light and
love and mercy and salvation upon sixty
millions of people.

I pray that our nation may not copy
the crimes of the nations that have
perished, and our cup of blessing turn to
wormwood and like them we go down.
I am by nature and by grace an optimist,
and I expect that this country will con-
tinue to advance until the world shall put
on millennial era, and that Vhen Christ
comes again he will est his throne some
where between the Alleghanies and the
Sierra Nevadas. But be not deceived I

Our only safety is in righteousness toward
God and justice toward man. If we for
get the goodness of the Lord to this
land and break his Sabbaths and im
prove not by the dire disasters that
have again and again come to us
as a people, and we learn saving
lesson neither from civil war nor raging
epidemic, nor drought nor mildew, nor
scourge of locust and grasshopper, if the
political corruption which has poisoned
the fountains of public virtue, and be--
slimed the high places of authority,
maiong xree government at times a
hissing and a byword in all the earth, if
the drunkenness and licentiousness that
stagger and blaspheme in the streets of
our great cities, as though they were
reaching after the fame of a Corinth and
a Sodom, are not repented of, we
will yet see the smoke of our nation's
ruin; the pfllars of our national and state
capitals will fall more disastrously than
when Sampson pulled down Dagon; and
future historians will record upon the
page bedewed with generous tears the
story that the free nation of the west
arose in splendor which made the world
stare. It had magnificent possibinUea,
It forgot God. It hated justice. If
hugged its crime. It halted on its high
march. It reeled under the blow of cr
lamity. It felL And as pi was going
down all the despotisms of earth, from
the top of bloody thrones, began to shout;
"Aha, so would we have it " while strug
gling and oppressed peoples looked out
from dungeon bars with tears and groans
and cries of untold agony, the scorn of
those and the woe of these uniting in the
exclamation: "Look yonder I There fell
a great star from heaven, burning as it
were a lamp, and it fell upon the third
part of the rivers and upon the fountains
of waters; and the namfe of the star is
called Wormwood!" .

Do Oar Authors Weopf
T. B. Aldrich does not weep or aspire

to invoke tears in others. Mrs. Burnett
says she is always moved by what moves
Others. Mark Twain thinks he weeps,
and he probably does in bis way.;' E4?
ward Everett Hale is inclined to. make
light pf the inquiry and would like to
hear from others on the subject Miss
Amelie Rives, the latest American
genius, has wept copiously while writ'
Ing. Miss Brves is nothing If not In
tense. Mr. Frank R. Stockton doesn't
engage in a kind of composition that in
yokes tears. Boston Herald.

Fanaticism at Fooohew.
The Lancet state that a medical mis-

sionary nearly lost his life through an
outburst Of fanaticism at Foocbow,
China, It seems that the doctor, who
was attending a patient with hemorrh
age, Immediately proceeded to check the
latter in disregard of a native supersti-
tion, according to which delay should
have been made - until the patient's
friends had finished consulting the gods
in the joss house. The patient died, and
the Chinese would have boiled the doctor
in oil but for the courage of some of the
converts. New York Post.
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snere are persons occupying them. The
clumsy paQ bearers may make the gates
of your sepulcher quaiie by striking your
silver handled ooffln ttgainst them, but
the world will feel no-ta- r as you go out
01 it. ' - v Jv 1

jb 1. --m. m--- .1 a
there arel only a tewf iaiusia.
millions of wemv: that is,., men and
women who have especial adaptation and
quickness for some one thing. It may
be great, it may be small The circle
may be like the circumference of the
earth or no larger than a thimble. There
are thousands of geniuses here this morn-
ing and in some one thing you are a
star. What kind of a star are yout
You will be in this world but a few
minutes- - As compared with eternity
the stay . of the longest life on
earth is not more than a minute. . What
are we doing with that minute? Are we
embittering the domestic or social or
political fountains, or are we like Moses,
who, when the Israelites in the wilder-
ness complained that the waters of Lake
Marsh were bitter and they could not
drink them, their leader cut off the
branch of a certain tree and threw that
branch into the water, and it became
sweet and slaked the thirst of the suffer-
ing host? Are we with a branch of the
Tree of Life sweetening all the brackish
fountains that we can touch? Dear Lord,
send us all out on thy mission. All
around us embittered lives, embittered
by persecution, embittered by hypercriti--

cism. embittered ey poverty, embittered
by pain, embittered by injustice, embit-
tered by sin. Why not go forth and
sweeten them by smile, by inspiring
words, by benefactions, by hearty coun
sel, by prayer, by gcspelized behavior.
Let us remember that if we are worm-
wood to others we are wormwood to our
selves, and our life will be bitter and our
eternity bitter. The gospel of Jesus
Christ is the only sweetening power that
is suliicient ' It sweetens the disposition.
It sweetens the manners. It sweetens
life. It sweetens mysterious Provi-
dences. It sweetens afflictions. It
sweetens death.' It sweetens every-
thing. I have heard people asked
in social company: "If ' you could
have tliree wishes gratified what would
your three wishes be?" If I could have
three wishes met this morning I tell you
what they would be. first:- - More of the
grace or; uod. , second: More or the
grace of God. Third: More of the grace
of God. In the door yard of my brother
John, missionary in Amoy, China, there
is a tree called the emperor tree, the two
characteristics of which are that it al
ways grows higher than its surroundings
and its - leaves ' take the form of

crown." If this emperor tree be
planted by a rose bush it grows a little
higher than the, bush, and spreads out
above it a crown. If it be planted by
the side of another tree, it grows a little
higher than that tree and spreads above
it a crown. Would God that this religion
of Christ a more wonderful emperor
tree, might overshadow all young lives;
are you lowly in ambition or circum
stance, putting over you Us crown; are
rou high in talent and position, putting
over you its crown. Oh, for more of the
saccharine in our Uvea and less of the
wormwood I

What is true of individuals is true of
nations. God sets them up to revolve as
stars, but they may fall wormwood.

Tyre the atmosphere of the desert
fragrant with spices coming in caravans
to her fairs; all seas cleft into foam by
the keels of her laden merchantmen; her
markets rich with horses and camels
from Togarman, her bazars filled with
upholstery from Dodan, with emeralds
and coral and agate from Syria, with
wines from Helbon, with embroidered
work from Ashur and Chilmad. Where
now the gleam of her towers, where the
roar of her chariots, where the masts of
her ships? Let the fishermen who dry
their nets where once she stood, let the
sea that rushes upon the barrenness
where once she challenged the admira
tion of all nations, let the barbarians who
set their rude tents where once her
palaces glittered, answer the question,
She was a star, but by her own tun
turned to wormwood and has fallen.

Hundred-gate- d Thebes for all time to
be the study of antiquarian and luero-glyphis- t;

her stupendous ruins spread
over twenty-seve- n miles; her sculptures
presenting in figures or warrior, and
chariot the victories with which the now
forgotten kings of Egypt shook the
nations: her obelisks and columns; Car- -
nao and Luxor, the stupendous temples of
her pride. Who can imagine the great-
ness of Thebes in those days when the Wp--

Dodrome rang with her sports and foreign
rovaltv bowed at her shrines and ber
avenues roared with Jhe wheels of pro
cessions in the wake of returning con
querors? What dashed down the vision
of chariots and tempies and thrones?
What hands pulled upon the columns of
her elorv? What ruthlessness defaced
her sculptured wall and broke obelisks
and left her indescribable temples
great skeletons ' of granite? What
spirit of desiructiQn spread the
lair of wild beasts in her royal sepulchers.
and taught the miserable cottagers of to--

dav to build huts" in the courts of her
temples, and sent desolation and ruin
skulking behind the obelisks and dodging
among the sarcophagi and leaning
against the columns and stooping under
the arches and weeping in the waters
which go mournfully, by as though they
were carrying the tears of all ages? Let
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